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MBNTS.
The Rev. John Procter, the son of a minister,

pastor of the Congregational Church at Markham, nf

receives a letter from William Procter, his son, ev

who is studying for the ministry at Andover, Mass.

The letter contains the startling announcement that f''

the son has decided to abandon his preparations for jj'
the ministry. The reason he gives is that the

churches are arrayed against each other In foolish a

denominational pride, instead of united to fight sin.
John Procter, though deeply grieved, realizes the

truth of his son's statement. He counts the differ- ^
ent churches in Markham.twelve. ai

Could they ever he made one? he asks himself
and he resolves to devote his life to this great 01

purpose.
Jane Procter is like her brother in distaste for

the ministry. She loves Francis Randall, the son of

Dean Randall, of the Episcopal Church, of Mark- a]

ham. Francis is an Episcopal minister at Pyra- el

mid, Col. But Jane refuses to marry Francis be- <11

cause she has resolved never to become a minister's
wife. j rt

William Procter loves Rebecca Phillips, the (,(

daughter of an Andover professor. She refuses ((
to marry him because he has renounced the mfn- fi

istry. William goes to Pyramid. Col., to take

charge of an ore reduction mill.
The Presbyterian Ctyirch at MarKham burns s,

down. It is the first step toward the miracle. The
Rev. Mr. Harris, of the Baptist Church, and Dr.

Cameron, of the Presbyterian Church, at once in- ic
vite John Procter to preach in their church. To
the amazement of all. Dean Randall follows with a j
similar invitation. j>

For this the Dean was ordered to appear before g;

the tribunal of his church. b
By an almost unanimous vote the congregation

of John Procter's church, acting on his counsel, ''

decides to unite with the Presbyterian Cuurch,
making one church less in Markham.

The day of his trial Dean Randall Is found p
dead in his study.heart diseasp. Francis is invitedto Markham to be the assistant of the new a

dean. He accepts, hoping for a reconciliation be- ^

tween him and Jane. He at once joins Procter j,
and Cameron in the work of uniting the churches ],
against sin. Fie calls upon the other ministers, h
He visits Father Morris and asks the aid of the

Catholics. g
It was a significant pause that followed. h

Randall was wondering if Father Morris p

hesitated because he did not want to seem p
to take directions for church work from a

man of another church outside of the ''

Catholic. p
"Yes. I am willing to do that," the an- li

swer came at last, slowly. "Of course, yon
understand, Mr. Randall, we do not hold °

to the strict interpretation of Sunday that r

prevails in many Protestant communions?" 1

Francis felt that his point had been s

gained, but he ventured one more step. t
"Father Morris, when the other churchesbegin very soon, as they are planning to ^

do, a campaign against the saloon in Mark- E
ham, will you and your church join us in e

that fight?" v
The change that swept over the priest's j

Tvnc ef-nrtllnir. "ll
The lower jaw stiffened, the hands J,

clenched tight on the arms of the chair,
and the emphasis of his reply left nothing "

to be desired on Randall's part.
"So help me God, Randall, I will join

you or any other man in common cause J
against the drink traffic. Have I not been
for years pleading with my people to let p
the stuff alone? Yet nfft even the power
of the Catholic Church has availed here in ^
this town to stay this sin. Is your Protestantchurch guiltless of sin in the matterof licensing and supporting the sa-
loon?" '

"No, to our shame be it said," replied
Randall. He was simply astonished at the
priest's answer.
He went out on the street in a conflict "

of emotions.
It was during the days that followed,

stirring days for Markham, as all the ),churches began the campaign for a better
Sunday, that an incident in the experience T

of William Procter must be noted, because t
i

: MII3E1L WATER !
FEVER JIT qilOCUE.

Farmer Hallock Finds (

Many Queer Things
in His Well.

Old John Hallock, who is one of the
characters of Quogue, L. I., claims to have ]
one of the most remarkable weflls within
one hundred miles of New York.
He has had the water from it analyzed

by Professor C. F. Chandler, of Columbia
University, who has giveu him a certificate
of the different Latin things it contains.
Old Hallock is so delighted that he thinks

of starting a place to compete with Saratoga,Vichy and Carlsbad.
"Yeg, sir," he said, while telling the

story to the oldest Inhabitant, "that there
water takes the cake. It's full of chlorine
and chlorides, it's got sodium chloride in
it and a lot of things they call phosphates.
It's got nitrogen, hydrogen and oxygen,
too. as well as ammonia.
"Why, that chap from the university

even found carbonate of lime, and there
was organic and volatile matter, and more
minerals than you could shake your
finger at.
"Who'd have thought that them things

would come out of a hole in the ground?
I don't suppose there is anything that that
water wont cure."
Mr. Hallock has two weils. One of them,

right on the ocean front, is 23T feet deep.
Ti e other is 255 feet deep. At a depth of
135 feet he drilled through broken clam
shells and wrinkles. Fifty feet lower
H r Via V.o^O hoovn

clay, which he says he may mine up and.
use for road making.
At 250 feet below the surface wood was

found suggesting a primeval forest or
something of that kind. They unearthed
something of pretty nearly everything.
The most remarkable find, however, was

made at the bottom of the well. A seam
of water thirty-five feet deep was encountered.It flowed to the surface at the
rate of sixteen gallons a minute.

It is said that when it has all come out
the village of Quogue will have nothing to
rest on and will sink thirty-five feet.

If it does, much of it will then fee" below
the level of the sea, and Mr. Hallock will
have to build a big dam to save himself
from being washed away.
After Mr. Ilallock's well haj been

spouting for some days gold dust was
found deposited in the lake which the
flow created. Some of the more enthusiasticof the residents believe Quogue is the
gold mining centre of the future.
Mr, Hallock has put a large fence round

his gold well, so that neighbors may not
come there and pick up the nuggets.
Mr. Hallock. who is an amateur in the

matter of wells, has planned to drill eleven
more wells on his property.
"There is nothing like having plenty of

wells," he says. "I believe this water,
full as it is of chlorine, nitrogen and other
articles, will make the neighborhood more
MfeUibrious,"
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its ultimate bearing on nil tbe events t
at belonged to "Tbe Miracle at Mark- .

im."
s

Miss Rebecca Phillips sat in the room
>xt to her father's study one Winter &

ening, trying to read a recent novel. j.
The evening mail was late. But at last
ie Academy boy who carried it to the
ofessors' houses rang the bell and Re- s
eca answered it. 0
She came back in the sitting room wi.th
paper. There were no lettrs.
The postmark was Markham, O. The y

mdwriting was Jane Procter's.
Rebecca sat down in front of the open
e-place and slowly tore off the wrapper a

id unfolded the paer.
jlc was uie ryrauuu miuci, uuu.

lly a few days back. j
She turned at once to the article in the *

lpor that was marked and read the fol-' a

wing: U
"William Procter, who has been assist-1
it superintendent of the Golconda, Sew-;
l's Mill, has given up his position, there
id taken to-preaching." ij
Rebecca stared at the sentence hard and
ad it again. But there was more.
"There has been some trouble at the Gol-ii
inua between Procter and Sewed. Proc

rwas one of Rev. Francis Randall's g
iends, as was natural, seeing Randall
ived his life at the time of Procter's acdent.The campaign begun by Rev. Ran- 1
til against the gambling dens of Pyramid j
opped when the reverend gentleman had
call to his father's old church in Ohio. -1

niiiam Procter, who was once a theo og-
:al student, has taken up his old tight
ud begun a series of meetings in Mason's
[all. So far, they have been crowded. \1
[e has, to our mind, undertaken a big job. i

ut he seems to have grit and nerve. We
ly, let him have fair play, and may the
est man win." f

The paper's almost brutal indifference to j
re results did not, a.t first, touch Rebec- ^
x's mind. She was sorely agitated by the .

let that William was actually preaching.
Would this action on William's part make
ossible their union some time? ,

And Rebecca Phillips looked into the fire j
nd wondered if the future would bring to ,

er again the joy that once she knew. (
That same Winter brought to Francis
andall. also, an experience which shaped

iswork and decided, in a large measure,
is future.
He had never been so busy. The grow-
ig union of the churches in Markham had
lven him ail opportunity to use his powers
i a great variety of ways. lie had
lunged into his work of church union with
tremendous energy that helped him, so

e thought, to forgot .lane i "rooter.
He was sitting in his little room, and
eginning to wonder if any publisher would
ceept his book, and if so, whether the
ublic would find it worth reading, when
is mother knocked at the door.
"My dear," she said, as Francis rose and
pened the door and insisted on her coming
1 and taking the one easy chair in the
oom, "have you heard the news from Mr.
'rooter's'/"
"No, mother." Francis answered, and a
ridden fear clutched at his heart, and he
urned cold and trembling. '

"Your father's old friend, Dr. Gilbert,
list stopped to say that Jane is very ill
.rith typhoid. A sudden and serious case.
'rancls, my heart aches for you! Can
ven your mother comfort you?""No!" replied Francis Randall. He looked
rith dull eyes at his book, which he had
11st finished, and then at his mother, and
is heart reproached him. Of what value
ras his book to him now? Or anything
lse?
"I did not mean that, mother," he said
fter a pause. Then ne sat down sudenly,and put his head between liis hands.
He rose ana his mother was near him.
He kissed her, but did not say a word,
le wrent out into the hall. It'was then
0 o'clock.
A great snow storm was beginning. He
ut on his coat and hat.
"I'm going over to John Procter's to in-
uire," "he said, and went out Into the
torm.

OHAPTEIR XVII.
Copyrlffht, 180i>, l>y Frederick S.

Chapman.)
A Message for Jane.

r f IFEN Francis shut the door of his
\AJ house and started through that gatlieringsnowstorm towards John Proeer's,the tumult in his heart and mind
ras far greater than the physical tempest
hat howled around him. Fight against
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BEST IB THE LIB.

Oity Has More Than 900
Specimens, All of
Which It Owns.

For the first time in its history New York'
now owns a zoo of its own. Heretofore1
the menagerie at the Park has been a

LUiiiit-jtuxiL, always ira mi uiicenuiu oasis,
anil the contempt of many an administra-
tion. Moreover, for thirty-five years it was
filled with borrowed animals.there one day,
gone the next.
But to-day Manhattan's zoo is the biggest

and best in the country, all things considered.Every animal within its bounds belongsto the city, every building looks new
and fresh, and its officials and employes are
at last going about with pride and pleasure
in their work.
Go up and look at the 7.00 to-day and compareit with the memory of the one ten, yes

even five, years ago. You will see the transformation.Every building now looks new,
the animals are varied and in fine condition,
the crowds viewing them are larger, and altogetherit is a different place.
At the moment there are no less than

950 specimens on view. Of these, more
than 500 are animals, the remainder birds.
Among Its features are three of the finest
hippopotami in captivity, the only twohornedrhinoceros in a zoo, and a collection
of lions and tigers equalled by none.
For the rhinoceros alone the Park Dcpartiricnth:lo luat Vioon nffavarl ®10 OAO K,.

Hagenback. His offer was refused. Only
one other two-horned rhinoceros is known
to be in captivity, the one owned by the
Bailey Company, and that has its horns
sawed short. XI/("^
The improvements this year consist of a

new eagle cage, a new dove cote and
monkey house. Then the buildings have a)'
been repainted and repaired, a new

roofhas been put upon the lion house.
"We have been trying to arrive at* this,"

said Superintendent Smith yesterdav, "for
the last thirty-five years. Now we are
there, and we have got the best zoo in the
country. The Philadelphia zoo is not apgood, and the Washington menagerie
doesn't compare with ours. In Washington
they are allowed $50,000 a year for running
expenses. Here we get only $35,000 and do
almost double."
Much of this is due to the superintendent,

but he modestly disclaims all honor. But
the truth is that he is wrapped up in his
work and strives night and day for improvement.When he first came to the
Park the zoo was a laughing stock for
every one. It showed nothing, meant nothing.and what animals it had were poor
specimens and hardly worth exhibiting.
Now every animal on view is a feature in
itself.
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lie feeling as he might, he knew that he wl:
till loved Jane. j
The light was burning in John Procter's! j-.,
tudy. Randall went to the side door and by
nocked. ^
John Procter opened the door, and at -j
ight of Randall he uttered an exclamation chi
f surprise. °f

Randall spoke: "I heard that J'ane was ^
ery ill.I came to inquire" su<

"Come in," said Procter, who understood 11K

t once the situation.
"I hardly* need to tell you. Mr. Procter, be]
bat I have loved Jane for several years, ou

"ou must know, also, that there has been
misunderstanding between us. I find iu

hat it has not changed my feelings. The|
lews that she was dangerously ill"
"She is dangerously ill," repeated John *

'rooter very gravely.
"Perhaps likely to die" continued

tandall with a great effort.
"Likely to die," repeated John Procter, J.
hading his eyes from the light of the fire.
'Brought me over here to-night. I don't

^ /
enow that I can do anything." went on

iandn.ll, desperately. "But I had to come. so^Is there no hope?" CO' The doctor says there is some hope.
But John Procter sp,oke without hope, .

limself, and Francis Randall was quick to a

lote his tone. ||
Mrs. Procter suddenly came into the v

itudy. She greeted Francis without much
surprise. Indeed, the mother knew every:hing.Already in her delirium Jane had &
said more than once: ^
"I DO love you, Francis!"
"Jane has been working very hard in

school lately," said Mrs. Procter, in answerto some question which Randall involuntarilyasked. "When the breakdown /
same at last, it was very sudden." C'
"Will you tell Jane one thing, Mrs. W,

Procter?" asked Randall, after a pause. He M
iiesitated, but went on firmly enough. "If \
she recovers consciousness before.before »
.the end, will you tell her that I still love fher, that I have not been able to put her fJut of my heart?" §
"Yes, l will tell her ."
Mrs. rPocter promised, with tears run- m

ning over her face. %
In the days that followed that night, yFrancis Randall did many tilings, mechan-

ically, from force of habit, as he had
trained himself to do them.
Among other things he sent his book

to a^ well-known publishing firm in New
)fork. and then forgot all about It. H's
interest in the book had died out of him
from that night when he first learned of
Jane's illness.
Every day he heard in some way how

she was. Mrs. Procter, obedient to *her
promise, sent word often to the Manse.
line neuner sue nor .loiin Procter knew

until afterwards, that night after nightFrancis Randall went by the house and
stayed long by that same corner where he
had stopped before, looking up at the lightin the upper room where the trained nurse
was helping Mrs. Procter battle with thephysician for the life that feebly fluttered
and almost went out several times in that
mystrious period between 2 and 4 o'clock
In the morning, when so many souls leavetheir tenement. V
When the doctor s>ald that the crisis »

was passed, and life had conquered, Mr.
and Mrs. Proctor broke down. Q
John Procter went into his study. Mrs.

Procter soon followed him there. And, rafter a mqment of rejoicing together, they L
sent word to Francis Uandall. '

His. mother brought him the news, and he freceived it in silence. His heart went outin a great wave of thankful prayer. After
a moment he said, "Mother, God has
spared her for some good reason."
"My son, I pray He has spared her that

you may have jov again."
"Perhaps, mother," replied Francis.

Nevertheless, during the next few hours
he wondered if Mrs. Procter would tell
Jane what he had asked her to tell in case 3Jane had recovered consciousness only to
die. The first time he called at the house .

Mrs. Procter told him that she had not L
said anything to Jane yet.
"Do you want me to say anything now?"

Mrs. Procter asked, as Randall sat, paleand troubled, looking at her.
"No 1 think it would be better, on the Q

SClCE CI USE 1

GROWNJflT TJILSij
They Contain Fine Tendonsof Great Value

to Surgeons. I

Professor E. L. Jones, of Cumberland,
Md., has discovered a use for the tails of
rats, or, more properly speaking, a use
for the fine tendons with which the rat
tail js equipped.
These he employs as sutures, as catgut

lis employed for sewing the edges of
wounds or deep incision® in the flesli after
surgical operations.
For many kinds of surgical work the

ordinary catgut has been found to be too
coarse, especially for work wfhich entails i
the delicate operations in {he region of I
the eye, and at times of the eye itself.
Professor Jones has found by experiment jthat the rat tail tendon Is particularly use-

ful for eye work. He says the tendons
furnish a fine and strong absorbable suture,
He has found It a comparatively easy,

matter to get an abundance of tendons, six
or seveu inches long, from each grown
rat.
They are easily secured in this manner:

Cut around through the skin a few inches
from the tip of the tail, and strip off thejskin like a glove from the finger: with the
thumb and forefinger nails pinch between
the last joint and its neighbor, and pull
out a nice little skein of four or six tendons
the length of the tail; If desired each of,.these can be unravelled Into two or more.
With clean hands and a preliminarywashing of the-tail the sutures will be

aseptic to begin with, and can be kept dry
or put in alc-p-hol.
There seems to be no difficulty about

their absorption and they thread easily
Into the finest needles.

PERSONNEL OP THE NEW
BELGIAN MINISTRY.

Body That Will Attempt to Settle the
Long Troublesome Electoral

Question.
I' .ssoi«, Aiis. 12..The Moniteur publishest" following list of the new Ministry;Pre: !er, Minister of Finance and Ministerc." 'die Works, M. de Smet de

Mayer; V tor of the Interior, M. Detrooz;Minister of Justice, M. Van den Heuvel;Minister of War, General Oonsebant
Alkemade; Minister of Foreign Affairs, M.
de Favereuu; Minister of Agriculture,
Baron Van der Bruggen; Minister of I11idustry and of Railways, Posts and Tele|graphs, M. Liebart.
The programme of the new Cabinet includesthe settlement of the electoral quesjtion by .proportional representation of the

fparties In the Ciwvrtha.v. A

) IN TON/
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. "

lole, not to " replied Francis, slowly.
luring this time, while Jane was slowly
covering, word came one day to Francis
ndall that his book had been accepted
the publishers.

.'he Sunday reform begun by the churches
1 swept Markham like a fire.
.'here had been one Sunday when every
arch had taken action together. Scores
the business men wild belonged to the
urehes Had united in a pledge to keep a
trer Sunday. An appeal had been made
rcessfully to the Post Office Depupt;nt.and the office was actually closed
r uuiuiy,

Che women in several of the churches
gfin to discuss in their club and society
rttings tne beat way of spending Suny.And this led to an unexpected delopmentof the vexed question of help
the home.

CHAPTER XVITI.
opyrijglit, 1S!)9, by Frederick 1>.

Chupman.)
"The Mnrkham Plan."

T happened that during one of these
discussions, Mrs. George Wilson was

present.
Sirs. Wilson was the richest woman in
irkham. She was a widow, and had one
n who was studying law in Columbus.
Mrs. Wilson was a member of the Enis
pal Church, and one of its most liberal
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givers. She had known and respected
Dean Randall, and was one-of the memberswho had supported him during the
days of his trouble* before the trial.
At the same time she was regarded as

the social leader in Markham and a woman:
of very great influence.

"I'll tell you my opinion of the Sunday'
question, so far as my girls are concerned."
said Mrs. Wilson, .after the discussion had
become very animated.
"I keep a cook and a general house maid,

as you all know." Mrs. Wilson was an unusuallyfrank woman In the disclosure of
her household affairs, "and they are both
German girls and very religious. That
does not mean that they are necessarily
over-pious, but I've noticed that very often
the people that hire help are not half' so
Christian as the help they hire.
"A good many church members make their

girls in the kitchen work harder Sundays
than any other day. It's a great mistake
to have Sunday company. My idea is if

') you treat the hired girl right you will genierally get right treatment in return. That
has been my evperience."
A storm of protest arose over this last

sentence. Not even Mrs. Wilson's good.
natured superiority of leadership could
drown the loud denial on the part of other
ladies to the effect that time and again
tney naa treated tneir giris m tne most

II generous and Christian manner, and had
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EVENING
repeatedly been met with ingratitude, a|(breaking of promises, and gei.erai lack of 1

appreciation of favors extended by the 1
mistress. j ]

Finally some one appealed to Mrs. Mur-
ray, the wife of the Dean, for her opinion.

"I have been thinking," she said, tim- 1

idly, "that this vexed hired girl question
will never be settled to any one's satisfactionuntil the Christian housekeepers and j
the Christian girls w"ho work come together
to discuss the whole matter on a purely
Christian basis." j i

It was surprising to notice what a hush
fell over the company at tliis proposition.
It was, perhaps, even more surprising to
many that Mrs. Wilson approved of it.

"I'll be one to start some kind of an or-1
ganization lure tnat to Dnng mis; J ess aiiu
maid together for the good of both Mdes."
They talked the matter over for a long

time. And before they went home triej
women of that club circle, numbering some]
of the most influential women in Mark-
ham, had taken the first steps toward a
reform of the family life that changed the
habits and revolutionized the customs of
hundreds of homes, not only in Markham,
but also throughout the country.

It would be neglecting the largest source
of the power that made all this transformingiii the life of Markham possible, if
we failed to describe the special series of
prayer services that became such a feature
of Markham's religious life that Winter,
"that in a short time they became known as,
"The Markham Plan."
The plan, in brief, was as follows:
The town of Markham was regularly

built up in squares, each square containing
an average of about twent-five houses. It
was found after a careful canvass of the
facts by John Procter, that at least twoIthirds of the people in each block belonged
to some church in Markham. Out of that
number could be found In nearly every
case, some earnest man or woman who
could be depended upon, particularly un!der the religious Impulse that prevailed, n>
take the lead in organizing the whole block
In which he lived into a series of evening
prayer meetings, held in. turn in every
house in the block. In other words, th°
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Christian people in each block in 'Mark
svere organized that Winter to do hous
louse work in the locality nearest to tl \em'
not going outside of the square in wli CJl

they, themselves, lived. ,> '* *
The first immediate result noticeable

ivas a drawing together of the people who' |lived in the same square.
Another immediate result was the inev'ttbleblotting out of the sectarian lines.
Even Father Morrlg did not forbid his

Catholic parishioners from attending thes"e
meetings.
So as the Wtjiter was drawing to it9

close, and Spring was nigh, Markham beganto realize that it was entering upon a
new arid unusual life.
But ris the Winter passed away, the need

grew more imperative tor a 'better daily
paper.
Francis Randall, therefore, made a canvass,personally, of Grace Cathedral parish,to secure subscriptions for the first

Christian daily of Markhani. It was to
be called "The Markham Union,"
He was just starting aut one afternoon

to see Mrs. George Wilson.
He went out, and as he passed the postoffice,he went in for his mail. Amors

the letters was one from his New York
publishers, that brought the color to his
cheeks and started his pulse beating fast:
Rev. Francis Randall, Markham, O.:
Dear Sir.Y'our book has to-day parsed its

fifth thousand, and orders are com'ng in
rapidly.- The outlook now is very promising
for a large and popular sale." We have
ordered another five thousand at once
from the printer. Telegraph us If you
have any suggestions to make as to
changes in preface or cover design. We
congratulate you on your success.

Very truly yours,

Francis Randall would have been less or
more than hum^n if he had not been
thrilled at the receipt of this letter.
As lie l'fted his eyes from 't the last

time, he saw Jane coming up the street
again, coming from her school. This timeshewas not alone.
(To Be Continued in Monday's

Evening Journal.)
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